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DES WELLS 
Statement by Member for Nedlands 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands � Parliamentary Secretary) [12.57 pm]: A little less that 12 months ago I 
delivered my maiden speech to this Parliament as the newly elected member for Nedlands. In my speech I 
acknowledged my wife and children and my family, those people who had influenced my life and others who, 
through their dedication and personal self-sacrifice, had helped me achieve my goal of entering Parliament. Des 
Wells was one of those people and, along with Barry Ireland, he manned my campaign office in Floreat for many 
months prior to the election, dealing with numerous calls and assisting in the day-to-day running of my 
campaign. Des was here to listen to me deliver my maiden speech and often came into Parliament House to 
watch question time. He was a true Liberal and I am eternally grateful for his support and encouragement during 
and in the lead-up to my campaign. Des was a stalwart of the Liberal Party. Nothing was ever too much trouble 
for Des. He was always happy and smiling and everybody who met him instantly liked him. He was definitely in 
the cup is half full rather the half-empty mould. It was Des who packed all the polling booth kits for many, many 
years, not only for me and other former members for Nedlands, but also Julie Bishop in the federal elections. 
Sadly, Des passed away suddenly on 16 August, leaving three daughters and many nieces, nephews and 
grandchildren who loved him dearly. Des was born in Perth on 17 July 1932, the second son of Harry and Mary 
Wells and brother of Kevin, Annette and Michael. I relied on Des Wells and Barry Ireland enormously during 
my campaign, and I will be forever grateful for Des�s friendship, support and the absolute pleasure of knowing 
him. Vale Des Wells; you will be missed. 
 


